NORTHERN BEACHES

CO UN (,l L northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au

7 April 2017

Director, Industry and Infrastructure Policy

NSW Department of Planning and Environment

PO Box 39

Sydney NSW 2001 Our Ref: 2017/094877

Dear Sir/Madam

Submission on the draft State Environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure)
Amendment (Review) 2016

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft SEPP (Infrastructure)
Amendment (Review) 2016.

Please find attached Northern Beaches Council's comments on the proposal. The key
concerns may be summarised as follows:

e Consultation requirements with Councils are insufficient to ensure potential
environmental impacts are identified and addressed.

e Potential for impact on endangered ecological communities and threatened
species due to ambiguity of the term ‘minimal environmental impact’.

e Absence of a cap on growth and expansion of Police facilities via exempt and
complying development pathway creates the potential for significant environmental
impacts.

¢ Potential for establishment and expansion of major hospital development in R2
and B1 zones without an appropriate level of environmental impact assessment.

e Potential to operate non-health service related facilities on health services facility
land contrary to the intended purpose of the land.

Inappropriate setback requirements for development adjoining residential zones.

e E3 and E4 zoned land is not “prescribed” land and is not subject to the same
setback and other requirements in the SEPP as residential zones, potentially
resulting in negative impacts on low density residential development in these
zones.

¢ Potential for vegetation removal to occur without appropriate assessment of
impacts upon ecologically endangered communities and land zoned for
environmental protection.

e Insufficient complying development standards to control environmental impacts
including: traffic, parking, bushfire, waterway, flooding, open space, excavation/
geotechnical engineering, and heritage impacts.

e Impacts on waterways resulting from sewerage works permitted without
development consent, and in particular by private operators.
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e Absence of requirements to consider coastal processes and hazards in the
assessment of infrastructure proposals permitted without development consent or
as complying or exempt development.

e Absence of reference to required approvals under the Local Government Act and
Roads Act respectively for connection to Council’s stormwater system, and for
major road and footpath works.

Should you have any enquiries in relation to Council’'s submission, please contact
Amber Pedersen, Strategic Planner on (02) 9942 2600 who will be happy to assist.

Yours faithfully

O

David Kerr
Executive Manager Strategic Land-Use Planning

Northern Beaches Council
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